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RNLI reaches out to extreme sports participants at Outdoor Show

RNLI sea safety specialists will be attending the Birmingham NEC Ordnance Survey Outdoor Show (18-20 March) to provide free advice to visitors as the number of people trying out exhilarating extreme sports continues to escalate.

As RNLI 2004 statistics show, 694 lifeboat launches were to the aid of people involved in extreme sports activities – rescuing over nine people every week – and of this number, 26 lives were saved. *
RNLI sea safety specialists will be on hand at the show to discuss all aspects of safety equipment, such as lifejackets, buoyancy aids and flares to demonstrations of routine maintenance and special features to consider when making a purchase. Previewing at the show will be a new interactive CD-Rom crammed full of hints and tips on clothing, weather, emergencies and first aid. Visitors to the show will be able to sign up for their free copy that will be launched in May.

Tony Wafer, RNLI Sea Safety Co-ordinator explains:

‘At the show, we aim to help all those involved in extreme sports to identify the right safety equipment for their type of activity. For example, those new to extreme water sports need to understand the difference between buoyancy aids and lifejackets before taking to the water.’

As part of the RNLI’s ongoing programme of free safety advice for all sea users, there will be the chance to pick up the interactive Extreme Water Sports Safety DVD aimed at windsurfers, kitesurfers and surf kayakers alike, and includes a host of extra features such as web links and kit guides. It includes expert hints and tips from the likes of Simon Hammond, world class surf kayaker.
Tony adds:

‘Kite surfing, windsurfing and surf kayaking are all great fun, but these extreme sports mean that extra special safety care is required. This new DVD is packed with advice from top professionals about how to stay safe whilst enjoying your sport.

‘The RNLI is committed to saving lives at sea and a fundamental part of this is increasing safety awareness amongst sea users to avoid dangerous situations arising in the first place.’
Visitors to the show will be encouraged to support the RNLI and sign up there and then at the RNLI’s stand, C250, and new members will receive a free portable radio as a token of the RNLI’s thanks.

Free sea safety advice is available to all from the RNLI on 0800 328 0600 in the UK and 1800 789589 in the Republic of Ireland.
ENDS
Notes to editors:

1. RNLI spokespeople are available to discuss all aspects of sea safety, please contact the RNLI press office on the numbers below.

2. According to RNLI statistics for 2004, 109 lifeboats were launched to rescue canoes (8 lives saved), 127 launched for jet skis (3 lives saved), 82 for kite boards (2 lives saved), 181 for windsurfers (10 lives saved), 52 launches for surfers (2 lives saved), 70 for divers (one life saved) and 73 launches for diving boats.3. 

3. A thumbnail photograph of a kitesurf rescue  is attached. If you would like a high resolution version, please call the RNLI press office on the numbers below.
4. The RNLI’s annual running costs are around £110m – approximately £300,000 per day – and, as a registered charity, the organisation continues to rely on voluntary contributions and legacies for income.

5. The majority of RNLI crews are volunteers whose everyday jobs can range from doctor, teacher, housewife, hairdresser – and of course, to fishermen.
6. The RNLI provides the best possible lifeboats, equipment and                            

       training to ensure that the volunteer lifeboat crews can do their 

             job in the safest and surest way.
For more information please telephone the RNLI press office on  +44 (0)1202 66 3127 / 3181 / 2218 / 3184 / 3510.

RNLI press officer contact at the Outdoor Show is Anna Wardley on mobile 07760 451877
www.rnli.org.uk



The RNLI is a registered charity that saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 100 nautical miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





The RNLI depends on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.








Vision


To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 























Royal National Lifeboat Institution headquarters:


West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ  


Tel 08451 226999


Fax 01202 663167    





Registered charity numbers UK: 209603


Republic of Ireland: CHY2678

















