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Gravesend RNLI go to the rescue of injured man

Gravesend RNLI lifeboat was called to the aid of a man yesterday afternoon that had suffered a fit. The man had been working on a jacking rig to obtain samples from the seabed out at Halfway Reach, near Earith.

Gravesend RNLI lifeboat crew were called out at 4.30pm to the man’s aid, as the rig is 250 yards from the shore and so too far out for an ambulance to access. They ended up picking up a paramedic enroute. 

The crew were then confronted by a large rig, which was about 22 feet up above the surface and too high for the lifeboat crew to reach up to assist the man. 

Gravesend RNLI helm Matt Pavitt said: “It was going to take three hours to get the rig down to a height in which we could lift the man off.

“So we decided that the best course of action was to ask for the Coastguard helicopter to winch the man off. In the meantime we provided advice to the injured man and the other workers on the rig about what medical action to take.”

The lifeboat crew then had time to secure things down on the rig such as wood, crates and sandbags, necessary because of the downdraft of a helicopter.  The crew also spent time ensuring that everyone on the rig was okay.

The lifeboat remained with the man until approximately 7pm, when he was airlifted by the helicopter and taken to Darenth Valley hospital.

ENDS

Notes to editors:

1. The RNLI's annual running costs are around £120.2M - approximately £330,000 per day - and, as a registered charity, the organisation continues to rely on voluntary contributions and legacies for income, and receives no UK central Government funding.
For more information please contact Amy Ross, RNLI Media Relations Manager for the East, 

on 07786 668825 or email aross@rnli.org.uk 
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The RNLI is a registered charity that saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 100 nautical miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





The RNLI depends on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.








Vision


To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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