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Newquay 022 2008

Saturday sail ends in rescue in Newquay bay

Newquay’s RNLI volunteer crews leapt into action on at 14:50 hrs on Saturday 4th October 2008 to assist a 12 ft dinghy in difficulties in Newquay bay.

Falmouth coastguards received a 999 call from a member of the public reporting a capsized dinghy just behind the surf line off Tolcarne beach. The 12 ft Miracle dinghy, Morvoren, had capsized and both of its occupants were in the water trying to right the vessel. They were also struggling to keep it out of the surf.

Four surfers had spotted the plight of the grandfather and grandson and were standing whilst they waited for the lifeboats to arrive, ready to assist the pair should the situation deteriorate further.

Newquay’s RNLI D class lifeboat, Valerie Wilson launched with Kevin Walsh at the helm swiftly followed by the Atlantic 85 lifeboat Gladys Mildred helmed by Christian Brown. 

Arriving on scene the volunteer crew found the dinghy completely inverted mast down and its two crew in the water. Both of the casualties were taken aboard the Atlantic 85 lifeboat whilst Kevin and his crew attempted to right the dinghy. 

Unable to right the boat, the D class lifeboat took the dinghy in tow back more sheltered water outside the harbour. There, further attempts to right the dinghy were successful and the boat was towed back to the harbour. The casualties were taken safely ashore.

Atlantic Crew: Christian Brown (helm), Aaron Trebilcock, Michael Martin, Andrew Trebilcock
D class Crew: Kevin Walsh (helm), Matt Robins, Duncan Wallace

Notes to editors

Picture courtesy of Terry Barnecutt. Please credit accordingly. www.terrybarnecutt.co.uk

RNLI media contact

For more press information please contact Tracy Cayton-Smith, Newquay RNLI Lifeboat Station Press Officer on 07703737330.

RNLI online

For more information on the RNLI please visit www.rnli.org.uk. News releases and other media resources, including RSS feeds, downloadable photos and video, are available at the RNLI Press Centre www.rnli.org.uk/press
Key facts about the RNLI

The RNLI charity saves lives at sea. Its volunteers provide a 24-hour search and rescue service around the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland coasts. The RNLI operates over 230 lifeboat stations in the UK and Ireland and has more than 100 lifeguard units on beaches around the UK. The RNLI is independent of Coastguard and government and depends on voluntary donations and legacies to maintain its rescue service. Since the RNLI was founded in 1824 its lifeboat crews and lifeguards have saved over 137,000 lives. The RNLI is a charity registered in England, Scotland and the Republic of Ireland. 
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