RESOURCE SHEET

About 170 years ago on 7 September 1838,
a steamship called the SS Forfarshire was
sailing from Hull in Yorkshire to Dundee

in Scotland.

The ship’s engines were not working properly and
the Forfarshire was tossed on big, angry waves in
a very bad storm.

The Captain took the ship past a group of big
rocky islands called the Farne Islands. Suddenly
a big wave swept the ship up into the air and it
crashed onto Big Harcar rock.

Half of the ship sank but half of it stayed on
the rock. Nine people escaped in a little boat
and others climbed onto the rocks away from
the sea. Sadly, about 45 people died.

Grace Darling lived in a lighthouse called the
Longstone lighthouse. When morning came,
Grace saw the survivors sitting on the rocks

and knew she had to help them.

She rowed out with her father, William, to rescue
them. He climbed onto the rocks to help the
survivors and Grace waited in the boat, holding
it steady even though the sea was very rough.

Grace and her father took them back to their
lighthouse and looked after them for three days,
until the storm finished.

At the same time, the local lifeboat crew

also went out to save the people on the rock.
It took them a long time to get there because
of the bad weather, so when they arrived all
the survivors had already been rescued.



RESOURCE SHEET THE STORY OF GRACE DARLING

Grace became a heroine. Even Queen Victoria
heard about her bravery and sent her £50
as a reward. Many people sent her money
and presents. She was also given two medals
for her bravery.

Sadly Grace became sick and died four years
later when she was only 26 years old, but she
is still remembered today.
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WHEN AND HOW DID GRACE

RESOURCE SHEET BECOME FAMOUS?

ﬂ Make a timeline by drawing pictures in the boxes of these famous events:

Victoria becomes Queen of England First proper toilet opens to the public
First electric light bulb First radio (a wireless)
Grace Darling rescues nine people First telephone call

First motor car First television set
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n B Below is a list of how Grace might have become famous. Put a tick ¢/
by the true sentences and a cross X by the ones that are not true.

Newspaper stories

News on television

People talked about her on the telephone
Her picture was painted

Photos in the newspapers
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RESOURCE SHEET CAPTAIN HUMBLES'S DECISION

You are in charge of a ship that has just left Hull in Yorkshire for Dundee in Scotland.
Just as you are leaving port, you find out the boilers are leaking. Do you decide to
turn back to get them fixed or carry on with the journey?

B The ship is carrying cargo that needs
to get to Dundee and about 63
passengers returning to Scotland.

I3 The boilers were checked not that
long ago and were fine.

3 Itis a new ship that was only built
four years ago.

B When you left Hull the engines
were still working even though
the boiler was leaking.

3 You did not know there was
a storm in Northumberland.

Do you turn back? Why?

Do you carry on? Why?
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Report in the Tyne Mercury

approx. date 12 Sept. 1838

...It appears that she left Hull on
Wednesday morning, the 5th (September),
on her voyage from Hull to Dundee, and
had proceeded as far as Bamburgh, when it
was reported that the pumps were no longer
able to supply the boiler with water...

At eight o'clock the wind began to blow strong
...and the leak in the boiler had increased
...about one o'clock on Friday morning the
engineer reported that the engine would
not work... The rain was falling heavily at
the time, and the gale continuing with great
violence. The caprain (John Humble) was
unremitting in his endeavours to preserve
the vessel and the lives of the passengers;
unfortunately the fog was so dense at the
time that they were unable to perceive
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RESOURCE SHEET Comprehension questions
for a newspaper article
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15 Is this newspaper article well written?
Give your reasons.
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