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The lifeboat fleet
The RNLI has an active fleet of over 330 lifeboats, ranging from 5-17m in length, as well 
as a relief fleet. There are also four active and two relief hovercraft.
Different classes of lifeboat are needed for different places. The class of lifeboat at a 
particular station depends on the geographical features of the location, the kind of rescue 
work that the station is asked to do and the cover provided by neighbouring stations. 
Hovercraft, which were introduced into the RNLI fleet in 2002, have extended the RNLI’s 
ability to carry out its vital rescue
work as they can operate in areas such as mud flats or river estuaries that are 
inaccessible to conventional lifeboats.

Classes of lifeboat
RNLI lifeboats can be divided into two categories: all weather lifeboats and inshore lifeboats. RNLI designers and 
engineers are continually working on developing new classes of lifeboat and making improvements to existing ones. 
This enables the RNLI to continue to meet the changing needs of the lifeboat service.

Keep a look out next time you visit the beach and see if you can spot all the different types of 
RNLI boats.

All weather lifeboats
All weather lifeboats are capable of high speed in atrocious weather. They are self-righting after a capsize and are 
fitted with modern navigation, location and communication equipment. The RNLI allows its all weather lifeboats a 
working life of approximately 25 years. The Severn and Trent are the latest all weather designs in the active fleet and 
were developed to gradually replace the older classes of lifeboat that lie afloat. Their propellers are protected so 
they can ‘take the ground’ without damage.
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Inshore lifeboats
Inshore lifeboats usually operate closer to the shore than all weather lifeboats. They are able to work in shallower 
water, close to cliffs, sometimes amongst rocks or even in caves. A new version of the Atlantic 75, the Atlantic 85, 
will be introduced into the fleet during 2005.
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